
Formatting guidelines for authors of International Journal of Remote Sensing 

 

Spelling: UK spelling, as in Concise Oxford dictionary (ize word endings except for analyse). 

 

Title: The title should be initial capital letter only (except for names), bold and centred on the 

page, e.g.  

This is the title of the paper 

 

Please also supply a shortened version, which can be used as a running head for the article, 

unless your article is for a special issue, in which case please ask the Guest Editor for the running 

head. 

 

Authors: Author full names should be in capitals and followed by the link to the relevant 

affiliation (if there is more than one) and an asterisk to indicate the corresponding author, centred 

on the page, e.g. 

 

CLARK KENT*† and LOIS LANE‡ 

 

Affiliation: Centred on the page, preceded by the link to the appropriate authors, each affiliation 

appearing on its own line, e.g. 

†Department, University, Town, UK 

‡Department, University, Town, UK 

 

Follow †,‡,§,¶ , |, ¤, ¥ order. 

 

Email address footnote: Please place a footnote at the bottom of the first page as such: 

 

*Corresponding author. Email address: c.kent@dailyplanet.com  

  

Abstract: Each paper requires an abstract summarizing the significant coverage and findings.  

 

There are no keywords. 
 

Headings: Three levels of headings can be used, as described below. 

 

(A) Flush left, numbered, bold, initial cap only, spaces above and below. 

(B) Flush left, numbered, bold, italic, initial cap only, spaces above and below. 

(C) Flush left, numbered, bold, initial cap only, space above, text runs on after full point. 

 

The first paragraph of text under each heading should not be indented. All consecutive 

paragraphs should be indented. 

 

Numbers and units: No commas in high numbers, e.g. 30 000. Spell out numbers under 10, 

unless used with a unit of measure. For decimals, use the form 0.05. Ensure space between 

number and unit (except those shown below) and do not use a solidus in the unit, e.g. 200 m s
–1

, 

not 200m/s.  

mailto:c.kent@dailyplanet.com


 

For units and symbols, the International System of Units must be used. Please note the following 

style conventions: 

34° 17' S 

36°C 

25% 

Metre: m 

Kilogram: kg 

Second: s 

Minute: min 

Hour: h 

Kelvin: K 

Degree:° 

Radian: rad 

Steradian: sr 

Watt: W 

Hertz: Hz 

Hectares: ha 

Litre: l 

Decibel: dB 

 

Dashes: An unspaced N rule (–) is used for page ranges, for minus signs, when the first part of a 

compound does not modify the interface and in place of ‘and’ and ‘to’, e.g. pp.1–12, red–green 

shift, Cauchy–Riemann, 2–10 ms
1
. Spaced N rules are used for parenthetical dashes.  

 

Figures: All figures should be numbered with consecutive Arabic numbers, have descriptive 

captions, and be mentioned in the text (‘see figure 1’; ‘see figures 1–4’) in numerical order. If 

there are parts to the figures, place them as figure 1(a), figure 2(b) with the italics corresponding 

in the caption. Keep figures separate from the text, but indicate an approximate position for each. 

All axes must be labelled and with units. The symbols used in the figures must be the same as 

within the text. Please provide your figures in the highest quality possible, with a resolution of no 

less than 600 dpi for very detailed figures, in their own separate file containing figures and 

captions. International Journal of Remote Sensing has a large budget for colour figures. 

 

Tables: All tables should be numbered with consecutive Arabic numbers, have a clear 

descriptive caption at the top, and be mentioned in the text (‘see table 1’; see ‘tables 1–4’) in 

numerical order. Avoid the use of vertical rules in tables. Please indicate where the typesetter 

should place tables and provide them in their own separate file containing tables and captions.  

 

Mathematics: Scalar variables should be in italics, vectors in bold italic, matrices and tensors in 

bold roman, abbreviations in roman. Please ensure all symbols are defined in the text. All 

equations should be numbered in consecutive Arabic numbers (in parentheses) that are right-

aligned on the page, with the equation centred on the page. Equations may be referred to in the 

text as ‘equation (1)’, ‘equations (2)–(4)’. Subscripts and superscripts that are labels should not 

be in italics, unless they are variables in their own right. Avoid the use of dots, asterisks or × as 



multiplication signs. The use of ‘d’ for differential should be made clear and coded in roman, not 

italic.  

 

Acronyms: Acronyms must be defined at their first mention in the text, e.g. ‘The work of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)’, and thereafter mentioned as 

NOAA. 

 

Abbreviations: For ‘e.g.’, ‘i.e.’, ‘cf.’ and ‘etc.’, a comma should be used before and not after the 

abbreviation. et al. should be in italics and should not have a comma before or after. 

 

Footnotes and acknowledgements: Footnotes to the text are prohibited. Footnotes to tables 

should be typed directly below the table and are indicated by the following symbols in order 

†,‡,§,¶ , |. Acknowledgements should be stated as a separate headed section at the end of the 

manuscript before any Appendices or References. They can refer to grant support and assistance 

of colleagues. 

 

Biographical notes are not included. 

 

Appendices: Appendices should appear immediately before the References. Each appendix 

should be identified alphabetically by a capital letter, e.g. Appendix A. Title. Sections within 

appendices should be numbered, e.g. A.1, A.2; this includes figures, tables and equations, e.g. 

figure A1, table A1, equation (A1). 

 

References: References should be indicated in the text using the name/date system. Citations in 

the text: (Smith 1985, Jones 1986, Trevor and David 1987, Bloggs et al. 2001) or see Smith 

(1985) [refs cited in chronological order, et al. to be used for three or more authors]. Listed 

references should be complete in all details. See the examples below for style. References should 

be listed alphabetically, then chronologically, no issue numbers, full page range.  

 

Online MONROE, M., CURTIS, T. and LEMMON, J., Year, Article title. 

Available online at: www.somelikeithot.co.uk (accessed XX Month 

Year). 

 

Book  OLIVIER, L. (Ed.), 1988, Style Manuals Past and Present,  

  pp. xx–yy (London: Taylor & Francis). 

 

Article within a 

Book OTHER, A.N., 1988, How to format a reference. In Style Manuals Past 

and Present, J. Brown (Ed.), pp. 24–35 (London: Taylor & Francis). 

 

University thesis CHAPLIN, C., 2002, Style guides for fun. PhD thesis, University of 

Oxford, UK. 

 

Journal article SMITH, J., 1985, The importance of using the correct format. Journal of 

Style, 15, pp. 25–30. 

 



Conference TREVOR, P. AND DAVID, C., 1993, This is a paper presented at a 

conference. In 4th International Meeting of Minds, 24–26 March 1993, 

Los Alamos, CA (Philadelphia: Taylor & Francis), pp. xx–yy. 

 

Book published in 

 foreign language  FRENCH, F., 1988, Title of a Book in Another Language, P. Smith  

 (Transl.) (New York: Dover) (original work published 1923). 

 

 

Book reviews: Should be formatted as: 

 

Title, edited by A. Author and B. Author, Publisher, Location, Year, pages, price, hardback 

(ISBN XXXXX), paperback (ISBN XXXXX). 

 

One line space before text starts (first paragraph: no indent). At end of text, one line space and 

then reviewer’s name and affiliation to appear as: 

 Professor John Smith 

 University of Milton Park, UK 

 

 

FINAL CHECKLIST 

 

1. Is the text in UK English? 

2. Are all your mathematical symbols and terms set as described above in terms of 

italic and bold type, etc., and the format used consistent between text, equations, 

figures and tables? 

3. Have you used the International System of Units? 

4. Are all acronyms and abbreviations defined at their first mention in the text? 

5. Are you a Government employee or a book review author? If so, the copyright must 

be in your or your Government’s name. 

6. Do you need permission for any reproductions of figures/material by other authors? 

7. Are your figures of the highest quality possible and in their own separate file? 

8. Are your figures labelled, with units, do they have captions and are they all cited 

within the text in numerical order. If in parts, are the parts labelled as (a), (b), (c), 

etc.? 

9. Are all your references mentioned within the text and are all text citations 

mentioned within the References? 

10. In the References section, are all authors listed, and all journal abbreviations, etc. 

spelt out? 

 


