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In recent years, Open Innovation (OI) has gained significant attention as a driver for innovation and 

growth in organizations. OI refers to the practice of involving external partners in the innovation 

process, such as other companies, universities, crowds external to organizational boundaries (e.g. 

crowdsourcing, citizen science, crowdfunding and user innovation) to exchange knowledge flows 

(Bogers et al. 2017, 2018, Cappa 2022, Cappa et al. 2019, Chesbrough et al. 2018, Messeni Petruzzelli et 

al. 2022, Radziwon et al. 2022). In the digital age, OI has emerged as a crucial driver of sustainable 

innovation for organizations. By involving external partners in the innovation process, OI can lead to 

increased performance and growth (Cappa et al. 2019, Franco et al. 2021, Rauter et al. 2019). However, 

the complex and uncertain nature of innovation decisions highlights the need for effective decision-

making processes (Kennedy et al. 2017). Additionally, a firm's digitalization can further enhance its 

innovation and sustainability efforts by enabling the adoption of more sustainable business models 

(Lopes et al. 2017) and staying up-to-date with the latest technological trends.  

 

Despite the importance of OI, sustainability, and digitalization for firms, few studies have explored the 

relationship among these elements and their joint consideration (Cillo et al. 2019), while in the majority 

of the cases the two phenomena have been explored independently (Beck et al. 2021, Franzò et al. 

2022, Heimstädt and Reischauer 2019, Rangus et al. 2016, Slavec Gomezel and Rangus 2019, Smith 

2016, West and Bogers 2017). Therefore, this call for paper (CfP) aims to bring together insights from 

these areas to shed light on how OI in the digital age can drive sustainable development. This approach has been 

found to increase the performance of organizations by leveraging external knowledge sources (Du et al. 

2016). However, there is a growing recognition that OI can also contribute to addressing Grand 

Challenges, such as environmental and social sustainability. While OI can be a driver for sustainability, 

scholars need to better understand how OI can be sustainable itself. As highlighted by Kimpimäki et al. 

(2022), despite the recent emergence of concepts that try to connect openness to sustainability, such as 

‘sustainable open innovation’ (Bogers et al. 2020), ‘open sustainable innovation’ (Collevecchio et al. 

2023) and ‘open social innovation’ (Chesbrough and Di Minin 2014), a broader and more general 

understanding of this area of research has been overlooked so far.  
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OI in the digital age can drive sustainable innovation and bring numerous benefits to the organizations 

(McGahan et al. 2020, Urbinati et al. 2023). OI practices can influence more sustainable business 

models and innovation processes, enabling firms to compete and stay up-to-date with the latest trends 

in technological innovations (Obradović et al. 2021). OI should be seen as imperative to achieve 

sustainable development and success in today's digital environment. As highlighted in this CfP, 

effective decision-making processes and the board's characteristics, such as diversity, independence, 

tenure, and size, are crucial for implementing OI practices and achieving sustainable innovation. 

Therefore, by leveraging OI in the digital age, organizations can address Grand Challenges and 

contribute to the greater good of society, while also ensuring their long-term success and 

competitiveness. Consequently, this topic is of great interest for managers of private and public 

organizations, as well as for policymakers. 

 

With this CfP we encourage submissions of interdisciplinary scholarly contributions from a wide variety 

of viewpoints, fields of study, and communities. These contributions should investigate both theoretical 

and empirical papers, and their topics or areas of interest should include but are not limited to the 

following suggested research questions: 

 

• How can OI practices be leveraged to address Grand Challenges in sustainable development, and 

what are the potential benefits and drawbacks of doing so? 

• How can organizations effectively manage OI to pursue Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 

• What are the key challenges that organizations face when implementing OI practices for sustainable 

development in the digital age, and how can these challenges be overcome? 

• How can organizations effectively manage OI to improve their strategies aimed at increasing 

sustainable performance? 

• What are the privacy concerns associated with OI practices for sustainable development, and how 

can these concerns be addressed? 

• How can OI be managed to develop strategies for enhancing sustainability? 

• What are the practical applications of OI as a tool to improve company stakeholder engagement? 

• How managers of public organizations and policymakers can leverage OI for achieving sustainable 

innovations, e.g. for the development of smart cities? 

• Do crowd involvement for OI, i.e. crowdsourcing, citizen science, crowdfunding and user 

innovation, can help achieving sustainable development for all the stakeholders? 

Paper submission deadline: 1 July 2024 (full paper) 
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